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GFK-Fellow Dr. Anu Korhonen

Workshop on

Gender, Culture and History
Monday, May 21, 2012
10:00-16:00
Zentrum Gesellschaftliche Verantwortung der EKHN
Albert-Schweitzer-Str. 113-115
55128 Mainz

How should we approach gender in cultural history? When and why is gender a relevant category for cultural and historical studies? How should we study masculinity, and what is happening in women's history?  

In this workshop, we will discuss gender as textual, material and performative construct, and think about how individuals, practices, images, symbols and language can be gendered. Topics closely related to gender, such as identity and sexuality, are also most welcome. We will approach gender as a relational process of assigning meaning that works in diverse ways both in the past and in our own culture, and see how it relates to your own various research topics.

Whether your thesis is explicitly about gender or not, I would like to invite you to think about this central cultural category. How is gender relevant in your thesis - and if it is not, why not? What kind of gender constructs can be found in your time period? What are the historical formations and meanings that the concept of gender could open up for you? What do we understand by gender - how is it constructed, and how can it be studied?

The workshop will consist of papers (15-20 minutes) given by participants and joint discussion. Not only polished research papers but also more tentative “works in progress” are welcome.

Please send a title and abstract (about 150-200 words) in English both to hkw@uni-mainz.de and to anu.korhonen@helsinki.fi by May 15.
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